The Way of Trying Prop bets. 
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5 1 JohN . 
Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits 
whether they are of God: becauſe many falſe Pro- 
hers « are Lone out into the World. 
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Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits 1 
whether they are of God : becauſe many falſe Pro- | 
phets are gone out into the World. 


Us 


FT E R that the Chrifian Religion had beer; ſuffi- 2 
ciently taught and prov'd by the Preaching and 
Miracles of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, it pleaſed 
God (tor wiſe Reaſons no doubt) to permit great Oppoſition 
to be made to the Truth and Purity of it; not only by its 
. former profeſſed Enemies, the Fews and Heat bens, but like- 
wuoiſe by ſome among the Chriſtian: themſelves; ſome, I 

| 

| 


| mean, who overpower'd in'a manner by that ſtrong Evidence 
N whereby Cbriſtianity in general had been confirm'd, could 

| not avoid Conviction, nor, with any Eaſe in their own 
Minds, decline the taking upon them the Name of Chriftians, 
; and yet, not liking nor reliſhing well their Submiſſion and 


Obedience of the Underſtanding, and that Strictneſs of Life 
which it obliged them to, ſet themſelves fo to explain (that 
is, indeed ſo to corrupt) the Faith of Chrif, as to take away 
all that Myſtery from its Articles of Belief which they could 
not well comprehend, and all that Strictneſs and Severity 
from its Precepts, which, as laying an ungrateful Reſtraint 
upon their Luſts and Paſſions, they found it hard to bring 
themſelves to comply with. © 
Ihe firſt of this kind that we meet with in Scripture, or 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, was that Arch-hetetick Simon Magus; 
but he was quickly followed by ſeveral others, his Diſciples 
or Imitators; ſome of whom we find taken notice of by St. 
Pau, and the other Apoſtles, in their Epiſtles, and the 
Number of them was ſo increas'd before St. Fobn's Death, 
who out liv d all the other Apoſtles, that he ſays, in the latter 
part of the Text, that there were then, imany falſe Prophets 
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bene out into the urid. Upon-which Obſervation he very | 
'& r<cafonably-grounds the Caution and Advice which he gives; 
ni che former Clauſe of it; Beloved, believe not every Spirit, 
but try the Spirits 'whether they are of Gl. 
Landi it it was thus in the Apoſtles Days, if even then, 
there were ſome (as St. Paul calls them) falſe Apoſt les, de- 
ceitful Workers, transforming themſelves into the Apoſtles of 
* Chrift, 2 Cor. II. 13. tis no wonder that it has been fo 
in the Ages ſince, or that it is ſo now. Nay indeed, this is 
what we had great Reaſon to expect, or rather, tis what 
e might be ſure would be; becauſe it had been/expreſly 
©. foreteld long ago, by the Prophets of unqueſtionable Autho- 
* rity. There ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe Prophets ſay 
our Saugur, and many (bell come in my Name, and ſha 
© (deceive many, Matth. 24. 5, 24. And, Of yaur own ſelves 
©, alſo, lays St. Paul, ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking per verſe things, 
© #0: draw away Diſciples after them, Acts 20. 30. And 
again, There muſt be alſo. Hereſies among you, | that they 
© which are approved may be made manifeſt among you, 1 Cor. 
© 11; 19. And, As there were falſe Prophets among the 
© Jews, ſays St. Peter, ſo ſhall there be falſe Teachers among 
© you, who privily ſhall bring in damnable Hereſies, even de- 
. *.-nying the Lord that bought them: And many ſball-follow 
| © heir Perniciont Ways, 2 Pet. 2. 1. N 
© And the Methods whereby the Seducers have endea- 
© voured, and indeed with too great Succeſs, to draw Men 
from the Truth of the Goſpel, have been various; ſome 
© have endeavoured. it, by forging. and ſetting forth Goſpels 
and Epiſtles under the venerable Names of the Apoſtler ; 
| This was an-early Artifice, bur, thanks be to God, it was 
by the Cate and Vigilance of the rſt Chriſtians, ſoon dif- 
cover d, and is now impracticable ; Others have done it 
by corrupting tbeit genuine Writings: but this Fraudalſs 
* has been ſeldom long undetected, aud would in vain be row = 
d attempted any more: And others have endeavour d the 
ſume by ſetting up Oral Tradition as a Rule of Faith toge- 
ther with the Seriprurez and as a noceſſary Supplement 
© thereto; and boldly affirming chat all the Docttrines by thein 
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taught, which are not to be found in Scripture; have been 
© © deliver down to them from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, this 
But this Method of Deceit has been likewiſe ſo fully 
, 18 and conſuted in the learned Writings of the Pro- 
0 70 ants — the Corruptions of the Church of Rome, 
that, it may reaſonably be hoped, there is little or no Dan- 
ger of our now being deceived thereby. 
© Nevertheleſs, — are two other Methods of Deceit, 
* which we are ſtill, and always ſhall be, in Danger of; the 
© Firſt is of thoſe who-wreſt and the Senſe of Scrip- 1 
© ture, by a falſe Interpretation of it; the other is of thoſe 
* whopretendthemſelvesto be afreſh inſpir d by God; in __ 
© manner as the Apoſtles were. 
© Apainſt the former of which we may be in d weafare 
© ſecur'd, by conſtant Reading and Gl t Study of the 


? Holy Scripture; and treaſuring up, and deeply impreſſing 
© on our Minds, thoſe great Truths of Religion, whether re- 


| © latingto Belief or Practice, which ate there clearly taught; 


© and reſolving to admit of no Interpretation of any more 

© obſcure or doubtful Texts (even tho we have not Skill or 

Learning enough to ſhew the Falſity of ſuch Interpretation) 

© whereby Countenance ſeems'to be given to any Opinion 

that is not according to the Analogy of Faith or to any 

practice that is not agreeable to that Strictneſs and Purity of 
© Life which the Holy Goſpel every where enjoins. 

* And how we may be ſecur'd againſt the other method of 

© Deceit, vis, that of thoſe who ſalſly pretend to Inſpirati- 


on, is What we are taught in the Text, and will be my 


Buſineſs to explain and ſhew more at large in my following. 
© Diſcourſe. "Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the 
© Spirits whether they are of God, becauſe many falſe Pro- 
© phets are gone out into the World. ] Many falſe Prophets, 
ſays he, are gone out, that is, many that 10% pretend to the 


1 Teaching of the Spirit. For they were ſuch falſe Prophets 


as theſe which the Apoſtles ſeems to have bad cheifly in his 


Mindy and that I take to be the Reaſon why he calls them 
„An, as well as Prophets. Believe mor Fwyay Spur but 
r "Wig fhe Foes Whether ey a are vof God, þ 
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And this Caution and Advice can never be given unſeaſo- 
nably; becauſe as there were many ſuch falſe Prophets in the 
World in the Apoſtles Time, ſo there have been ever ſince; 
and probably ever will be while the World ſhall laſt. Every 
Age has afforded plenty of ſuch Eusbuſiaſta, whoſe Fraud, or 
Madneſs, or Folly, has in due time been made manifeſt unto. 
all Men. And yet the continual Diſcoveries of ſormer Cheats 
of this kind have not prov'd ſufficient to diſcourage others 


from ſetting up the ſame Pretence to Inſpiration, neither have 


they afforded tothe People of following Times ſufficient Cau- 


tion to beware of the like Impoſtures, 
For even now, after all the Experience that the World has 
already had in ſuch Matters, there is a new Set of Prophets 


lately riſen up among our ſelves; and as the wildeſt Ent bu- 


frafts have had, fo have theſe alfo, their Followers. ; 
Nevertheleſs I will not yet take upon me to ſay that theſe. 
are falſe Prophet; tis Time that muſt ſhew that; and a very 
little Fime, tis hkely, will ſhew it ſufficiently. L Bur all. 
that J affirm now is Matter of Fact, that they call them-. 
< ſelves Prophets, that immediate Divine Inſpiration is what 
© they pretend to; and that they fay with great Confidence, 


| © that they are the Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts, and that 


< all the Diſcourſes which they utter in their Extaſies are the 
©.' Oracles of God, and the Warning of the Eternal Spirit. 

© And who can, now at firſt, be ſure that they are not ſd;, 
For why may not God, whoat ſundry times, and in divers 
© manners, (peak in time paſ# to our Fathers by the Pro- 
* phets, Heb. 1. 1. ſpeak alſo in the like Sort to us their Chit. 
© dren?-We, indeed, can fee no Reafon why, after the full 
© Revelation of the everlaſting Gofpel, by our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, there ſhould be any new Revelations given, 
* eſpecially to ſuch as do already receive, and profeſs to give 
entire Credit to, the Gaſpel-Revelation : But Gd Thoughts. * 
© are not always as our Thoughts, Iſa. 55. 8: and many 


© Things may berequiſite or neceſſary for ſome wiſe and great 


*. purpoſes, which we, not knowing. the Counſels and De- 
liga of: Providence, may not ſce any Reaſon.for. And, 


as, on tho one hand, if we ſhould give Ear and. Credit cu. 
+2 . heise 


* (60 
f theſe Perſons, as to the Wines God, hen indeed 
* the Lord bas not ſent them, nor ſpoken by them, we may be 
led mio. ſuch Miſtakes as may prove fatal to us; ſo, on 
{ the other hand, if we ſhould ſlight and re ject their Warn- 
* ings, When indeed @ Spirit or an Angel, has ſpoken to them, 
ve may be found to have ,fought againſt God.] Whether 
theretore they be true, or whether they be falſe Prophets, 
bich do now, or which may at any time hereafter thus take 
upon them to ſpeak to us in the Name of God ; tis very good 
and reaſounable Advice which the Apoſtle here gives, in rela- 
tion to them? believe not every Spirit, hut ity the Spirits; 
whether they are of God. ix [is 125 a pn 5 
I. Believe not every Spirit. And this firſt Part of the A- 
poſtle's Adyice, I take to imply it in theſe four Things. 
I. That we ſhould not readily give any Ear at all to ſuch as 
Tarent to Inſpiration, © Ga not after them, nor follow them, 
ys our Saviour, Luke. 17.23. Indeed to a very ſtrong 
Proof of any Man's Inſpiration, itt be offer'd to us, if it be 
laid in our way, we ought to yield; at leaſt fo far, as to be 
thereby put upon farther Enquiring into the Matter; becauſe 
we can't. be ſure that God will not any more communicate his 
Will io Men, in ſuch manner as he hath formerly done, by the 
immediate Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit: But I ſay, that if 
no ſuch Evidence of divine Inſpiration. be plainly laid before 
us without our ſeeking, we ſhall not need to go out of our 
Pay to ſeek for it; becauſe we have no Reaſon at all to doubt 
{ bur that the Revelation of God's Will already made to us in || 
| the Holy Scripture is abundantly ſufficient for all choſe Pur- 
| poſes for which a divine Revelation might be expected, or | 
i could reaſonably be deſired. For this Word of God, we are 
told is a Lamp unto our Feet, and a Ligbt unto our Path, Plal. }- 
119. 105. this, we are aſſur'd, is able to make us wiſe unto | 
| Salvation, 2 Tim. 3. 1 5. wiſer than which we need not de- 
[ fire to be: This, we are afſurd, is profitable.for Doctrine, 
| 
| 


for Reproof, for Cor ref, ion, and for Inſtruct iam in Righteouſneſs, | \ 
Ver. 16. that is, for every good purpoſe . This , we are aſ- 
 far'd, was given, that the Man of God might be perfect, 
ed furniſhed unto a good ftir li wer, 17. and if it 


| 

\ 
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was given for this purpoſe, there can be no doubt but that it 
is ſufficient for it. L, Or, without conſidering the Teſti- 
mon that the Holy Scripture gives of its own Sufficiency, 
© we might otherwiſe be ſatisfied that it is ſufficient ; becauſe 
©. the Wiſdom of God has not, that we know of, thought fit 
© in all the Ages ſince the Apoſtles Times, to make any other 
© publick Revelation of his Will to Mankind.} And if the 
Holy Scripture, as rationally interpreted, explained, and ap- 
plied by the Paſtors of the Chriſtian Church, and the Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel, has been ſufficient to guide into the way 


of Truth, and to bring to Eternal Life, all that have been 


faved in all this time, for fixteen hundred Years paſt ; we 
may reſt aſſur d that it is ſtill as ſufficient for the ſame Pur- 
poles; And therefore having now all thoſe Books of Holy 
Scripture in our Hands, whick have always hitherto, ſince 
the Apoſtles Times, ſerv'd for the Inſtruction of the Chriſtian 
Church; and being alſo well furniſh'd with Spiritual Guides 
and paſtors, regularly ordain'd, and lawfully commiſſioned 
to Explain and Preach to us the Doctrine of the Goſpel 
with whom, in Bleſſing their Miniſtry, our Saviour has pro- 
miſed that he will always be preſent even unto the end of the 
World, Matth. 28. 20. As we ſee no need that there is of 
new Revelations, ſo we have no Reaſon to expect them; 


and therefore for us, who believe upon ſuch good Grounds . 


the Perfection of Scripture, as a Rule both of Faith and 
Manners, to ſeek out now for new Lights, would be juſt the 
ſame folly as it would be to ſearch for a Candle ro add Light 
to the Sun. But, | 

2. What I take to be farther implied in this firſt Branch of 
the Apoltle's Advice: Believe not every Spirit, is this, That 
bow confidently foever any man may give out himſelf to he an 
inſpired Prophet, we ſhould not be forward to believe bis pre- 
tenges; And for this there is a very good Reaſon given in the 


Text it ſelf, vix. becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out into 


the World. And if this was a good Reaſon then to make Men 
very ſhy and cautious of admitting any Man's pretence to In - 


ſpiration, it is much more ſo now: For then, when the A- | 


poſtle gave this advice, as there were many falſe Prophets, 
£755 A4 ſo, 


a 


| 
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ſo, we are ſure, there were many true ones too : And 
E © as, when, of the Monefthart is currant abroad, there 


© 5's ſome good, as well as ſome counterfeit, he that . 


» | takes Mony by Tale only may probably take ſome good. 
© as well as ſome bad ; and by great good Luck may take 
none but what is good; whereas, when the Coin is 

rally corrupt, he muſt have almoſt the ſame good Luck if 
© he ever receives any good; ſo it is here: Then, } when 
there were true, as well as falſe Apoſtles, a Man that uſed no. 
Caution might yet by very good hap only fall into the Hands 


c 


of a true Apoſtle ; whereas ever fince the Apoſtles Days, a 


like uncautious Man muſt have had the fame good hapnot to 
fall into the hands of a Seducer ; becauſe ever ſince the Apo- 
ſtles left the World, tho every Age has produc'd a great 


many that have given out themſelves to be inſpir'd, we are 


not ſure there has been any one that has been really ſo; and 
as to far the greateſt part of them, we have undeniable Evi- 
dence, that if they were inſpit d at all, it was by an Evil Spirit, 


and not by the Holy Spirit of God. And therefore having 


as yet no Inducement to think it is otherwiſe now than it has 
been ſor ſixteen hundred Years paſt, nothing can be more 
reaſonable than the Caution which the Apoſtle here gives, not 


to be forward to give Credit to any that ſhall now ſer up with 


the like Pretences. It is as much Favour as any new Prophet 
can now in Reaſon defire (Conſidering what Ground we have 
to ſuſpect an Impoſture) that we ſhould not condemn him 


unheard; but to have any Inclination at all in bis Favour, 
to imagine or ſuppoſe it likely that he may be a true Propher, 


before he has given any plain Evidence of a divine Miſſion, 


is an Argument of fuch Weakneſs, Indiſcretion, and Unwari- 


neſs, as we ſhould be aſham'd of in any matter of our world- 


ly Concerns, wherein there was the like Uncertainty z or ra- 
ther, wherein there was ſuch great Probability of our being 


' impoſed upon. And therefore, 
3. Another thing meant, as I ſappoſe, to be imploy'd in 
this firſt part of the Apoſtle's Advice, Believe not every Spi- 


rit is, that we ſhould never accept any Perſon whatſoever as. 
Inſpired, withornt bis þrf giving good Po. of bis Pivine la- 
ſeiration. 
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ſpiratioa· What Proof in this Caſe is ſufficient; and may be 
eafonably requir*d; I ſhall have becaſion to conſider by and 
i, but very good and ſufficient Proof, I fay, is what we 
ought to inſiſt upon and demand, before we give any Credit 
at all to any Man that pretends to Inſpiration. Being as the 
A 


poſtle here ſays, many falſe Prophets in the World, that is, 
many chat falſly pretend to pee tis poſſibly at leaſt, 
*is as likely as not, that the Man that comes to us with this 
Pretence is an Impoſtor; Or if he be not, yet ſo long as he 
gives no Evidence of his Inſpiration, we are guilty of no 
Fault in not receiving him as an Inſpir d Prophet; for it can 
never be a Fault, not to believe without Reaſon; and that's 
no Reaſon to us which does appear. Nay, indeed, ſuppoſing: 
him to be really Inſpired, yet while he gives no Proof of his 
Inſpiration, fo far is our reſuſing to receive him, as an Infpired 
Prophet, from being a fault, that it is no more than we are 
bound in Duty to do; we ſhould be to blame if we receiv'd- 
him; we do well and. wiſely.in rejecting him: For it would- 
be juſt the ſame Raſhneſs and Indiſcretion in us (tho* 
haps it might not be attended with the like hurtful Conſe- 
quences) to receive, as an Inſpired Prophet, a Man that is 
really Inſpir'd, while as yet there is no Evidence appearing of | 
his being ſo Inſpired, as it would be to give Credit to an | 
Empoſtor. And beſides, it may alſo probably be a Miſtake 

of much worſe Conſequence, to receive as an Inſpired Pro- 

phet a Man that is not Inſpired, than it would be not to re- 

ceive as fuch, a Man that is really Inſpired : For if we receive 

as an Inſpired Prophet a Man that is not Inſpired, we run a 

Hazard of being deceiv'd by him to our Eternal Ruin; where- 

as, if, for want of ſufficient Evidence of Inſpiration, we ſhould: 

not give Credit to a man that is really Inſpir'd, the only 

Hazard we ſeem to run, is, of not knowing ſome Frutbe 

which might be upon ſome Accounts uſeful to he kuown, but 4 
without the Knowledge of which we may do very well; be, -A 
cauſe the Holy Scripture alone, we are well aſſur'd is able to 

make us wiſe unto Salvation. © 4 . 


- 


4. Laſtly, What muſt be ſtill farther meant-to be implied: 


— ——— 


in chis rſt Branch of the Apoſtles Advice, Believe net every. 


Hyrit 


ſonably put us upon farther enquiring into the matter, in order 
AVEC. | | „ to 
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only for bis being an inſpir d Prophet. The Reaſon is, becauſe 
e Inſpiration, a - 


if we admit, as of ſufficient force to prov 
Man's on Affirmation that he is Inſpir'd, e mult believe 
every Spirit, directly contrary to the Apoltle's Warning. Fot 


ttis not to be ſuppoſed, that any Man that is defirous to be taken 
for an laſpired Prophet, will never be wanting in giving am- 


ple Teſtimony to himſelf. ¶ Either therefore this Proof of 
Divine Iaſpiration muſt be wholly ſet aſide; or elſe we muſt 


allow oſ it, by whomſoever it is offer d; and whoever gives 
© out himſelf to be a Prophet, muſt forthwith, without far- 


ther Examination, be receiv'd as ſuc h.] 
But upon theſe Terms, our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who 


was certainly ſent by God, did not require or expect that 


Credit ſſiould be given to him; Nay he expreſly acknowledg- 


_ es, Job. v. 13. that if he had not given other proof of his Di- 


vine miſſion, his own Teſtimony, by it ſelf, had not been cre- 
dible, /, ſays he, I bear witneſs of my ſelf my witneſs is not true. 
And yet the matter which a man witneſſes concerning him» 


ſelf may be true, tho his witneſſing it be not alone a ſuffici- 
ent proof of its truth, Tbo I bear Record of my ſelf, ſays our 8a - 


viour in another place, (Fob. viii. 1 4.) yet my Record is true, 


for Iknow-whence I came. Altho therefore we are not to give 


entire Credit to any man that confidently affirms his own In- 
ſpiration; for if we ſhould do that, we muſt believe every 
Impoſtor ; yet if the Man that gives out himſelf to be Inſpit d, 
beotherwiſe a Man of probity, hopeſty, and modeſty ; if he has 
always before been thought to have a clear head and a ſound 
Judgment, and was never known or ſuſpected to be ſubj2& to 


Vapours and Whimſies; and if when he affirms his own Inſpi- 
ration, he does it in a grave and becoming manner, and with 


all the Appearance that is poſſible of Truth and Sincerity and 


- Self-Perſwaſion; And, laſtly if there be nothing in the mat- 


r which he utters, by Divine Inſpiration, that is Blaſphe- 


mon, Impious, Wicked, unworthy of God, or apparently 
contrary to ſound Doctrine; (in theſe Caſes, I ſay) the Man's 


own conſtant Affirmation that he is inſpir d, may very rea- 


% 


7 


. | 
| 10 the obtaining the fulleſt Satisfaction that we can about it. 
And this leads me to diſcourſe of the ſecond Branch of the 


| Apoſtles Advice to. the Text, very bay ſubjoyn d to the _ 


Her » 
}. Ak Try the Spirits, whether — are of God. Forthere | 
1 being many 4. Prophets, or falſe Pretenders to Iuſpiration, 
| in the World, tis not reaſonable that we ſhould, before or 
without Tryal, believe every Spirit: and yet, on the other 
ſide, being well afſin'd that there have been formerly ſeve- 
ral that haye been divinely Inſpired, and that have ſpoken as 
they. were mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt ; and being not abſo- 
lutely certain that there never will be any mote ſuch Perſons, 
neither is it reaſonable that we ſhould immediately Damn, as 
a Cheat and Impoſtor every Man that gives out this pretence, 
while as yet no Signsor Tokens of Im poſture do appear; but 
the right and the wiſe way is, to wait a while ere we give 
vc. pr and before we either receive or reject, to try the 
pirits whether they are of Gd. | 

But how it may be ask d, ſhall we try nien What proof 

of any Man's being inſpir'd, who pretends himſelf ſo, may 
reaſonably be requir'd, or expected? 

I anſwer, in general, ſuch as other Prophets, Comal 
ſent by God, have been enabled to give; ſach as Moſes, the 
Law-giver of the Fews, and ſuch as Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, did give. For every Man 
that pretends to teach as by laſpiration, takes upon him to be 

a ſpecial Ambaſſador ſent from Heaven on ſome extraordina- 
ry 'Meſſa ge; And no man is ever receiv'd as an Ambaſſador 
ull he ſhews his Credential Letters. 

More particularly; There are two Proofs of divine In- 
ſpiration. One or the other, or both, of which we may with 
0 good Reaſon demand of any man that ſers up with his Pre- 
tence; L Eſpecially in caſe the Revelation he pretends to 

© have had, be of Publick Concern, and he requires in the 

& © Name all God that we ſhould give bim Credit : ure they 
are Prophecy and Miracles. 

1. Prophecy, for the foretelling Things to come. This 

* a 15 ad Civiſt and his 4 made Proof * 

irine 


(12). 
divine miſſion; They forerold ſome Things that were not to 
be till many years after, as well as others which were then 
ſhortly to come to paſs; and thoſe two Events not depending 
on the neceſſary working of Natural Cauſes, but only on the 
pleaſure of God, or the Will of free Agents: Which kind of 
Events we have Reaſon to think,can't be foreknown by any 
but God, nor be certainly foretold but by Revelation from 
God. According to that of the Prophet, Haiab xl, 23. 
Sbew the things that are to come bereafter, that we may know 
that ye are God. TH OST en T6097 2K] 

But then this proof of divine Inſpiration, tho? it be indeed 
as good as any that can be given, is a convincing proof to 
thaſe only who happen to live either at, or after, the time 
when the Prophecy is fulfilled : It is no Proof at all, it is an 
Amuſement only, to thoſe who live but at the time when 
the Prophecy is firſt given out. Becauſe it is a Courſe 
of time, which that Generation of Men may never live to ſee, 
that muſt ſhew whether the thing foretold does come to paſs 
or no, C, and conſequently, whether the man that foretold 
+ it was a true or a falſe Prophet. There is therefore, 

2. Another Proof of divine Inſpiration that may with good 
Reaſon be expected and required of any man, at the very 
time when he utters his pretended divine Revelations, and 
that is, Miracles, Thus Moſes prov'd his divine miſſion to 
thoſe to whom he was ſent; And thus our Saviour and his A-. 
poſtles prov'd their divine miſſion to thoſe to whom they firſt 
preach'd their Goſpel ; Fhey did the works of God, that is, 
fuch Works as could not be done but by the power of God. - 

This therefore, I ſay, is what may now alſo be reaſona- 
bly expected from.thoſe who do now a days pretend to Inſpi- 
ration, and declare that they are ſent by God on an extraordi- 
nary meſſage to us. Let them as Moſes did, turn the Wa- 
ter into Blood, and the Duſt into Lice; and divide the Chan- 
nel of dhe Sea, fo that Men may paſs through it, as on dry 
Land: Or let them as our Saviour and his Apoſtles did, with 
only a Word ſpeaking heal the Sick, cure the Cripples, give 
ſight to the Blind, caſt out Devils, and raiſe the dead; Or 
let them as the Apoſtles did, ſpeak with underſtanding in, 

„5 Language, 
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F.anguiges which they never learn d, and then we ſhall his 
fome Reaſon to liſten to what they have to ſay to us, but till 
then we ſhall have none; till then we ſhall be blameleſs in not 
believing them, even tho' they be true Prophets. For even 
of himſelf our Saviour ſays, Fob. xv. 24. If 1 bad not done a- 
mong t hem the Works that none other Man did, they bad not 


| bad Sin. And if theunbelieving Jews would not have been 


to blame in not believing Criſt, unleſs he had prov d his Di- 
vine miſſion by Miracles, by the ſame Reaſon neither ſhall 


we be now to blame, if we hearken not to theſe new Pro- 


phets (even ſuppoſing them to be true Prophets) unleſs they 
alſo give the like proof of their divine miſſion. And of him- 
ſelf, whom yet, moſt certainly, the Father bad Sanctiſy d 
and ſent into the World, he ſays again, Fob: 10. 37. 1 I 
do not the Works of my Father believe me not. And if he, 
the Son of God, was not to be beliey'd upon other terms than 
his working of Miracles, much leſs is any other man. In 
not believing therefore theſe new pretenders to Revelation, un- 
lefs they ſhall alſo work Miracles to prove their miſſion, tis 
plain we are ſafe; but if we ſhould believe them, we know 
not what hazard we may run of being deceiv'd by them. 
L“ And by the ſame Reaſon that we believe their Confident 
© pretence to Revelation, upon their own Teſtimony only; 
© without Miracles; we muſt believe the like pretence of any 
© other Perſons that ſhall ever come to us with the like Con- 
* fidence; that is, we mult give up our ſelves to be deluded 


© by every Impoſtor.] 


But perhaps it will be ſaid, That however there might be 


need of Miracles to prove the divine miſſion of Moſes, be- 
_ cauſe 'twas a new Law which God gave to the Jews.by him 


and of out Saviour and his Apoſtles, becauſe the matter of 
their Revelation was likewiſe in great meaſure, new; and, 


not only fo; but did alſo, in part, aboliſh the Law that had 
been before given by Moſes, yet there is not the ſame Rea- 


ſon to require or enpect Miracles from thoſe who tho? they 
pretend to Inſpiratiori, yet do not profeſs to be Authors of a 


new Revelation, or Preachers of another Goſpel? becauſe a 


Revelation that has been once well confirm'd by — 
he ER. al 


Ta) 


ſhall not need to be fo confirm'd again] At leaſt not to-ſucki 
| _ as believe the Hiſtory of thoſe Miracles whereby i it has bye: 5 


merly Confum'd. 
And this indeed is true; But then 1 ſay likewiſe, that as 
theres no need of Miracles to prove the Truth of a Revela- 
tion which has been already well proved by Miracles. and 


Which by credible Hiſtory we are aſſured has been ſo conbym- + 


ed; ſo neither is there any need of freſh Inſpiration for the 
Teaching of a Doctrine which has been already fully taught 
by Perſons divinely inſpired, by Perſons who divine Inſpi- 
ration-is acknowledged, and who, tho* they be gone from us 
do yet continue ro Preachto us by thoſe Writings which they 
have left behind them; and will continue to do fo, for Gloog 
as theſe their Writings ſhall continue in the World. 

And this is now the Caſe with us; Our Saviour, who, we 
are ſure, came from God, preaches. to Us; how as much as 
he did once to the Jews, tho? in another manner, in thoſe 
Sermons of his which are recorded by the Holy Evanpelifts : 
And the Apoſtles, who wete commiſſion'd by our Saviour to 
preach his Goſpel, do ſtill preachit, and will ever be preach- 
ing it to us, as long as thoſe Books and Epiſtſes which they 
left behind them ſhall continue in the World, and be known 
to be theirs; and theſe Holy Scriptures have been ſufficient 
for the Inſtruction of all Chriſtians hitherto, ever ſiace the 
Apoſt les Days; What need then is there of new Inſpiration, 
if there be no new matter to be taught; - Or, what needs any 
Man pretend to Inſpiration, while by his own Confeſſion, 
he preaches no other Doctrine than is already taught in that 
Holy Scriprure, which all thoſe whom he ſpeaks to do altendy 
acknowledge was given by Inſpiration of God? 

Hut ſuppoſiag that the thing is really ſo as they give out, 
dix. That they are indeed afreſh inſpired by God with the 
Knowledge of thoſe ſame Truths which are contained in 
Scripture; yet ſtill we are ſafe in not hearkning to them, as 

to Prophets and Inſpired Perſons, and in not recetving, what 
they utter, as matter lately reveal'd to them; atleaſt; not till 


they ſhall give good Evidence of their divine miſſion: becauſe 


ve do already receive, upon the Teſtimony of the Holy Sctip- 
| ture 


| MM ; Crs ) | 2 
ture, all that which they pretend to teach, is by new an 


frelh Inſpiration. And if we do receive, as a Divine Iruth, 
and as a divinely reveal d, any Doctrine or Prophecy, which 


18 indeed ſuch, what matters it whether we receive it from 
this Prophet, pr from that? from an Old Prophet, or a New 


one? from a divine Revelation that was made Seventeen 


hundred Years ago, or from one that was made but Yeſter- 


day? 


C<.In a Word therefore; The Doctrine, what ever it 1s, of 
* theſe pretended Prophets, is either Old or New; it is either 
* the Doctrine of the Goſpel, or it is another Goſpel; Let 
themſelves ſay which it is, For if they ſhall ſay. the firſt, 
* wiz. that theit Doctrine is no other than the Doctrine of the 
© Goſpel; To what purpoſe then, we may well ask, do you 
© pretend, or with what Truth can you pretend, that you are 
taught ir now by immediate divine Inſpiration, when, by 
your own Acknowledgment you were taught it before, 
and we may all of us learn the ſame, from the long ago di- 
© vinely inſpir'd Scripture ?, But if they ſhall ſay the other, 
vi. that the matter which they are inſpir'd with is New, 
and what we could not havelearn'd from the Scripture; we 
© may then (as was ſaid before) very reaſonably require of 
© them to give ſuch; Proof of their Inſpiration and Miflion, 
by Sigas and Wonders and mighty Works, as our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, and all that have ever heretofore been ſent 
by God to publiſh a new Revelation to the World, have 
© given; till then, we ſhall have no Reaſon. to hearken to 


them at all; and if we do, it will be at our great Peril. 


But if they ſhall ſay (and that's indeed all that I think they 
can with any Appearance of Reaſon farther pretend) that the 


Revelations now ) made to them are partly Old, and partly 


New; Inaſmuch as, tho? what they now utter as Divine Ora- 
cles, be not, in ſubſtance, New, becauſe it is no other than 
what is teally and truly contain d in Scripture, tis neverthe- 
leſs what would not, what perhaps could not, have been diſ- 
eern'd to be therein contain d, without freſh Illumination; 
and that they are now enligbtned with a clearer Knowledge 
of ſome Truths contain d in Scripture than any Me 


| 


art, 1... HO wa 
| been] that they fre by ſpecial Taſpiration bf the Spirit, et- 
abled to open the Book that has been always hitherto ſeal'd up, 
and to give the true ſenſe of ſeveral dark'and obſcure Paſſages 
in Scripture, the meaning whereof has not hitherto been ap- 
pretended; or which have been groſly miſunderſtood by all 
former Interpreters, and would perhaps never have been righe- 
Iy underſſood but by Inſpiration” EN 
In this Caſe, if this be what they ſay, there is one thing 
however that we may very reaſonably require and demand of 
them, before we give them Credit; vix. that they ſhould 
make out to us, by Reaſon, the Truth of that Intepretation 
ol Scripture, which, they ſay, they have been taught by 
Revelation; and if they can and ſhall do this, we'll readily 
receive their Interpretation, even tho? we ſhould not believe 
. . ae ad SP 
| And this is no unreaſonable Demand, ' becauſe a true In- 
terpretation of a Text of Scripture, tho? it be ſuppoſed to be 
ſuch an one as a Man could not have hit upon only by the 
working of his own Reaſon, yet when it is found out, may be 
capable of being made plain to others, by Reaſoning and Ar- 
e | 0.9 7H 
We have an Inſtance of this in the Preaching of the Apo⸗ 
ſtles; They by the Illumination of the Holy Spirit, were di- 
rected to, and inſtructed in the meaning of, all thoſe Paſſages 
in the Old Teſtament, Whether Types of Prophecies, which 
related to the Meſſias; which, without ſuch Illumination they 
would not have underſtood: But then, after that they them- 
ſelves were let into the Knowledge of them, this way, they 
were able by Reaſoning to make plain to others the Truth of 
their Interpretation of thoſe Places, and toſhew how my | 
applicable they were to, and how punctually they were fu 
fGIFd in our Saviour Chriſt, This may be obſerv'd in almoſt 
all thoſe Sermons of the Apoſtles which are related in the | 
Hiſtory'of their Acts, and likewiſe in all their Epiſtles. 
And of Sr. Paul in particular is obſerv'd, As 17. 2, 3. 
rhat entring into a Synagogue of the Jes, be reaſoned with 
them out of the Scriptures ; Opening ant alledging that Chrift | 
muſt needs' babe ſuſfer d and riſen again from the Drau; and 
and that that Jeſus whom be preach'd unto theth was —_ 


J Tw i. idof. i... =. AF 


| betloly Apofles, 5 
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Aud of the ſane Apofile. it is aptadiin the 4&5, g 22. that im- 
mediately afrer his ben miraculous Converſion, be fote he had 
canferc'd wich any af the Apoſtles, or heard any of their Ser- 
mons, wheacberefore the gaod Underſtanding which he him- 
ſe had in Scripture mult have been chicfly, if at only, from 
divine Illumination, be confounded the Fews which dwelt at 
14; proving that Jeſus was the Cbriſt. But now how 
could he prove this, ſo as to capfound and (ilencetho.Fews, but 
only by out- craſoning them in the Interpretation t hat he gave 
of the Prophecies of the Old Tef arent, which had foretold the 
d Aud it may indeed be difficult to find out the true 
y to ſome ancient Prophecy ; but when that is once found 
out, whether hy rudy or divine Illumination, it may be eaſſ 
enough afterwards, by the help of that Key, to lay the wh 
Prophecy open, and to make the Interpretation of it clear 
even to an ordinary Capacity. Let thereſore, as I ſaid, out 
New Propbess do thus, and then, without enquiring how 
they came by their Knowledge, we will readily admit their 
Interpretation of Scripture. | ir 
But if they can't do this, if they can't ſhew that the Inter- 
pretation which they give of Scripture is rational, and the 
Application which they make of it juſt and agretable ; we 
mult then come upon them again with our former Demand, 
and require of them to demonſtrate the Truth of their Inter- 
pretation, and-the Juſtneſs of their Application of Scripture, 
and likewiſe their own. Truth in pretending to ha ve receiv'd 
this Knowledge from the Hoy Spirit, by their working Mi- 
racles. For to give ſuch a Senſe of Scriptute as true, which 
can'e be made out to be true by a rational Interpretation, is 
all one, in effect, as to give out a new Scripture; and we 
can't, with gobd Reaſon, receive any Diſcourſe or Writing as 
Scriprure (even tho? it be not contradictory to any former 
Revelation) upon leſs Evidence than that upon which we ac- 
knowledge the divine Inſpiration of that holy Scripture which 
we have already teceiv Cd. bY 
And this Proof of Inſpiration, by Miracles, is indeed what 
may now with more Reaſon be demanded of our new Pro- 
phets, that it could have been of our Saviour Chriſt, or of 


For 


that though our | Saviour hadwrought no-Miracles, 'yer: his 


CB) 
For the coming of Chtiſt, uy u Prophet and u Liawgivery 
had been long before ſoretoſd by former Prophets ; partian 


hrly by Moſes, Deut. 1 8. 1. 1 Prophet ſpallirbe Lord your 


God raiſe up unto yon, of your Bret hren, loki unto me, lim 
ſhall ye hear in all things vba ſor ver be ſhall ſay anto you; BB 


Pretence to divine Miſſiop had been very etedible, becnuſo 
from former Prophecies, the Fews had good Reaſon; jul ar \ 
that Time, to expect ſuch à Prophet 7as'60tSuviour gave . 
out himſelf to be. Aud he Mmſelf atgu'd ſometinies with the = 
Jews upon this Foot; Jobs 5: 39. Search rhe'Scripruyes 
for -—— they are they which teftifie of e. 2! {24 
And ſo like wiſe our Savibur, after that\hisown divine 


Mitlion had been well pros d und confirmed; promiſed and 


forerold that his Apoſtles, whom he would eomantifientto 
preach his Goſpelafrer his Aſcenſibn, ſhould be guided by the 
Holy Spirit ro all Truth, Fob; 16. 13. So that iſ they is 
their own Perſont had wrought no Miracles in Proof of their 
Inſpiration, their Pretence to [nſpiration had nevertheleſs been 
well and fully enough gounded: upon and provid by our 
Lord's Promiſe and Prediftion,” 0 0 GP Pon amony 
But whit Promiſe in Scripture, what Prediction of Chriſt 
or his Apoſtles, or of any ancient Prophet, can our new: 
Prophets produce foretelling their Coming, and aſſuring us of 
their Inſpiration? We have many Pedidtions'in Scripturey 
that falſe Cbriſts and falſe Propbers ſhould ariſe; aud deceive 
many; but we have none, that I know of, foretelling that 


any ſhould ſpeak or write by immediate laſpiration of the! 


Spirit, after that the holy Apoſtles ſnould have left the World; 
having firſt committed to writing all ſuch things as the Spirit 
of God had dictated to them, and commanded them to write: 
We have no Prophecy of Scripture, that I know of, fore 
telling that in After-Ages God would raiſe up other Pro- 
phets like unto them, to whom he would communicate his 
Will in ſuch manner as he had done to them, by immediate 
Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit. So that the Pretence of our neas 
Prophets to ſuch Inſpiration, being not founded on Scripture, 
ſt fall to the ground; unleſi it be ſupported by 1 
a ene * 
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val, 


give | ſuck 
hire? 


e fay then; what if theſe Men ſhould now, 
{ol the laſ 1 as we may reaſonably re. 

vo 6th eir Predy ions | ſhould come to Paſs ? 10 
has if. they ſhould do Miracles? 

anlwer.; 1 (hall be, "will be ſoon enough to re- 
folve that Que ion; but till then we ſhall not need to trou- 
ble our, e it. And yet to ſay ſomewhat briefly to 
it now {i y not. be be amiſs; becauſe it may well be ſuppoſed, 
oh a af that Wready counterfeirs Revelations, will not 
long, befare, hell ſet upon, counterfeiting. Prophecies or, 
We mean. whenever he ſhall bave a convenient Op- 
rtuniry, and ſhall-find his 'Followe and admirers in ag 
{poſition to. be eluded ; j and, the Devil, we may be ſure, 
Thoſe Int creſt i — 32 ſerved by fach Deluſions, will not be; 

ing to Lan s ſt Aſſiſtance towards carrying On the 


WA 7G 


2. Then, et i be e that they ſoretel Things 5 
G; that 18, that lome things \ which they foretel to come 
Fals; e mean preſently, or withia a ſhort time, for if the 
Aceqmplil ment of their Predictions be not till a long while 


en's Inſpiration, but it can be none to us. In this Cafe, I 
one thing! to be conſidet d by us in the Nature of be 
Event that w waz foretold; ecauſe it was a thing that was 
roduCd by the working of Natural Cauſes, the oretelling 
Vas not a certain Proof of divine Iaſpiration; for the Devil 
- without doubt 4 better natural Philoſopher than any Man, 
and ſo may foreſee, and may inſpire his Emiſfariesto foretel 
re Events of this kind, which no mortal Man by his 
wn Wit and Stoll on could have foretold. And the only 
Paige, which (as 1 [2 boſe) none but God can foreknow. 
Ei e ſach Events as depend upon t the Working of the Will of - 


I 7 ir may ſerye for an Argument to our Poſterity of ſuch 
4 


Ee free Agent, 15 
And again, el even of theſe Erne, commonly call'd ſuture 
encies, ſeveral, it may well be ſuppos d, are already 
e 


ſome dark | Prophecies of the ek Scripture, AN 


a 
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weg not under tod by u, ay yet be undeibod by the 
Devil; who if nat naturally of greater Wit, muſt yet needs, 


| by bis longer Obſervation, Ex rience and Study, have at- 
rained to much greater Skilt in uch matters, than any ſhort- 
lived Man can do. 80 that a true Interpretation of fome 
Scripture-Prophecies which bave not hitherto been under ſtobd 


by Man, may poſſibly be had from the Heut and couſe- 


quently, is not a fure Proof of divine Illumination. 
Again ; If the Events that have been foretold by any pre- 
tended Prophet are ſuch, the Foreknowledge whereof, (even 
by the Devil himſelf) can't be accounted tor either of theſe 
ways; ſome Conlideration is then to be had of their Number. 
For when God endues any Man with the Spirit of Prophecy 
in order to his gaining Belief. ta ſome Me ſſages of public Con- 
cern which God has charg'd him with, it can't b oppoſed 
but chat he will enable him to give full andfufficient Proof of 
his divine Miſſion, and a full and ſufficient Proof thereof (ia 
Caſe no other Proof of any. other kind but only by Prophecy 

| be given of it) can hardly be given but by s Nane truly 

i ſoretelling a great many future Evene. 


-*% 


_ 
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| And yetlaftly, if a Man ſhould truly foretela great many 
| future Events, N this would not b 4 good eit r . 
| vine Inſpiration, in caſe any One (tho? but One only) of hiy 
| Predictions ſhould fail to be accompliſhed in irs Time. For 
{ 4 wife and cunning Being (ſich as the Devil, that old Ser- 
| pent, certainly is) may, by a probable Conjecture only, fore: 
| rei ſeveral ſutute Contingencies, and map rarely be out in bis 
| Gueſs; ſo that a man may be only an Emiſſary or Inſtrument 
| ofthe Devil who does truly foretel ſome ſuck Things; and it 
is certain he is no other, in caſe there be à Failure in any one 
of thoſe Predictions which be gives forth, as by divine lnſpi- 
| ration; becauſe the Spirit of God, which archeth all Things 
and underſtands even the Thoughts of Nen long before, can- 
| not be deceived in any thing. And this Rule is dloialy given 


jo the Scripture it ſelf, Deut, 31. 22. And if thou ſay in thy 
Heart, Bus bal we kngw the Word which the Lord bath wat 
 Jeoken? Whin @ Prophet ſpeaketb in the Name of the Lord, if 
the thing felow not, nor come to. paſs, that is the thing which 


the 
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dere i- ; be cho Prophet bark f. 

2, Let it be farther ſuppor'd that a Man now piviead} ; 
io lToſpiration lee affe to do Miracles; * 7 
thin it is foretold that the Coming of 1be Man of Sin, the 
Sou of prrdition, is ofter the Working of Satan, with all Pow» 
& and Signs, aud ling Wonders, 2 eſ. ii. 9. So that the? 
he true Miracles are a good, perhaps the beſt, 


»hd for the preſent the moſt convincing Evidence of Divine 


Mſpiration, yet there is in this Cafe great Room for Deceit, 
#hd conſequently great need of Caution. Two things eſpe- 
Gially, chere are in this Caſe, needful to be Grefully enquired 
imo'; ; 


= Ft, the Trinb of the rad; we would be well aflur'd 
that the wonderful Thing ſaid to be done, was really done; 
And for this purpoſe it may be tequir d that it ſhould be done 
either in our own Sight and Preſence, or in the Sight and Pre- 
ſence of any other credible” Perſons; ſeveral of whom 
fhoutd (wihout any Contradiction from any other perſons 
that were then preſent) teſtiſie the lame, as matter of their 
own certain Knowledge. 

And when we ſhall have received: this SatisfaRtion as to 
the FaQ, it will bethen farther'needful to be ſtrictly enqui- 
red into whetber it was a true Miracle, that is whether it 
was an Operation plainly exceeding the known power of Na- 
tural Caufes, and of Evil Spirits, as tis evident moſt of the 
Miracles of "Moſes, and our bleſſed Saviour were. [ Ex- 

© ceeding, I ſay, the known power of Evil Spirits, as well as 
* of natural Cauſes; and how great their power is, we cin 
© hardly certainly know, only we may very Faſonath y think, 

+. that rhe Prince of the Power of the Air, as the Devil i is cal- 
© fed in Scripture, Epb. ii. 2. is able to do far greater things 
© than any that as yet have been ſo much 28 reportedto have 
© been done by our new Prophets. 

Well, but yow ll ſay, ſuppoſing that thus far alfo we ſhould 
receive all the ſatisfaction that we cun reaſonably deſire; that 
is, that the wondrous Work which we are fully perfwaded 


| Wax done by ſome pretended Prophet, Wann ; 
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every thing that this Man ſhall utter. A ſays Moſes, 
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7 known, and let us ſervg chem. Thou. a not hearken 


| the Man as a W upon th 5 


(6) 
150 Laxcdinationthat we cad make of ing dessen be 
Miraculous, may we then reaſonably give ces Whatthe Man 
bar 0 te 1. Ma 2nd bro dns d n % £ 


Tes truly, I think wer mays day andeed I rhink we;ſhall 


be tocblame if we dd neten But yet l donot ſay; That im: 
mediately. upon this We ought'to recame as 3 
ut, 
*:Xitk, . There ariſe among yau a Prophet or a Dreamer. of 
Dreams, and giyeth bes a Sigd or a Wortder, and the Siga 
498 the Wonder come w.pals whereok:;he ſpake unto,;thee 
< ſayigg Les us go. aſter other Gods; Whig h thou. haſt not 


* 
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* unto the Words of that Propher, or that Dreamer of 
h Dreams; ter the Lord your God provtth you; to know 
Whether ye, love the Lord your God, with all your. Heart, 
* and with; all your Soul. And our Saviour. himſelf tells, us, 

„ Match, XX.-24- That there ſball ariſe falſe Chriſts — 
© falle Prophets, 1 and ſhall :ſhew. great. Sigus and Wonders, 

* infoguuch, that if it were poſble, Men ſhall deceive the 
I & 28 , 3026} 202 5i11::9 | >W Ih 41 
what's then to be done? If alle Neis, may give 

the ſame {Tokens to appearance of a divine wiſſion that true 
Prophets have done, hom ſhall e do to know: nd which 
are truę and which Are Rar 44 19902 bal 
ih 4 hakges even an this, Cale (which yet, we may well 
hk och £2 rarcly-bappep) there is one other Method of 
d e Spirits ere ee of God, which we may 
be certain 1 ail or deceive us; and that is, by their 
Voctrines: ba: ere we ſhould have to do, if ever we 
thould meet, with ſuch ag, appearing Evidence of any Man's 
ration as we could got after the ſtricteſt ſearch diſcern 
any F raud ia, would be to examine well ihe Narure of thoſe 
Doarines which he teacheszas by God's Command and Au- 
thorty, oy to obſerve whether they be according to Gogli- 
neſs, whether. they be wofthy of God. 5. if they are not 
b, xe gught nat either ro. receivethe Doctrines, or to accept 
bs. enge Evi- 


ſpiration; becauſe it 12 a Cone 
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tuch N Fot hbeiubideth Feitbßful, u. — 
ledchyhg 2. Tam) iner ge be conmondeny bimnfelf, ant it wo 
be to deny himſelſq to Commiſſiam any Man eithen tochtk- 
drawahis\'Creatutes from their. due Obediente to him r 
invalidate the Credit df former Derine Revelation. Jor to 
teach any Doctrine derogating from his Eternal and Eſſential 
Artzibutes;] his Jaſtice; Holineſi, Gabdneſt or Truthq ar to 
preſcribe, or ſo much as to give Licence or, any Rurdurage- 
ment to Impiety, Prophaneneſs, Falſhood, Lying Perjury, 
Deceit, Injuſtice, Uncleanneſs, Intemperance, or any moral 
Wickedneſs. And therefore our Saviour, in Matth. vii. 16. 
immediately after he had given a Caution to beware of falſe 
Propbett, adds theſe Words, ye ſhall know them by their fruits, 
that is, by the fruits pf 4 2 JoQtride: / the Nature and ten- 
dency of them; ſo that whatever appearence a man may make 
of Honeſty, L For Satan himſelf is transform'd into an An- 
gel of Light, therefore it is no great thing if his Miniſters alſo 
: 1 tranform d as the Miniſters of Rigbt couſueſs, 2. Cor. 11. 
13, 14. Jor what Proof ſoever he may give of his Truth or 
what Evidence ſoever of Divine Inſpiration z we may be moſt 
ctain that he is not a Meflenger from. God, if the. Matter of 
bin Dottrige be contrary either to the Principles of Natural 
Religion, or to the eternal Laws of Reaſon, or to the Truth of 
u former Divine Revelation. If we, ſays St. Paul, or any 
9 Man, or even an Angel from Heaven preach any other 
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* yon, and which we have received; Let him be accurſed. 
ye | < Gala. T 303 S211 TT HHVGCH | 

Thus we are to Try the ſpirits, whether they are God; 
lich, if we do, finterely and with-true: love to Gd and 
Truth; the bleſſed Conſequence will be, that how; Much - 
ever falſe Prophets do abound, and however eil hn an 


Seducers may wax worſe and worſe, deceiving and being decei- 


ved, 2 Tim. iii. 13. we ſhall be aware of their Devices 
being not like Children, toſſed to and fro, and carried about 
with every Wind of Doctrine, Eph, iv. 14. by the flight of | 


man, 
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* Goſpel unto you, than that which we have preached unto _ 
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#vive, Heb. T 2s: hd . 1 punk tie 
Avitheat wevering ; 2. Tim. continue in the things 
we have been taught, —— * ect beve learn a thei, 
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N 8 to be roch at 
once, thoſe parti of it which are thus * incloſcd CI were 
; emitted when it ws preael/d before 1he UN 
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